
 

Who we are 

FIDFMP is a not for profit organization which  since 2013 has been supporting family medicine (FM) colleagues, policy 

makers and practitioners in the Palestinian West Bank to help transform the primary health care system and achieve 

better health for all.  

 

We work as an inclusive international partnership of experienced primary care academics and educators drawn from 

some of the UK’s leading universities, colleagues within the Palestinian Ministry of Health (MoH), An Najah National 

University (ANNU), the Palestinian Association of Family Medicine (PAFM), and specialist organisations such as Medical 

Aid for Palestinians (MAP) and the British Council.  

 

In collaboration with our Palestinian colleagues, we design and deliver tailor-made initiatives to promote world class 

family medicine training  and ready access to family medicine-oriented clinics, as a key component of the Palestinian’ 

Authority’s National Health Strategy 2017-2022 to achieve quality universal healthcare.  

What we do 

Academic support Online training Practical study trips Evaluation 

Since 2013 FIDFMP has 

provided technical support 

to the FM training and 

educational curicula at 

ANNU as well as exchange 

visits and tailor made short 

courses for residents and 

members of the Faculty 

Family and Community 

Medicine at ANNU 

Since 2015, FIDFMP has held 

live, case based, interactive 

tutorials for Residents 

through an online platform. 

Tutorials help prepare 

residents for life in family 

practice clinics, including 

training in communication 

and diagnostic skills. 

 

FIDFMP has organised 

much needed FM study 

missions to the UK and 

Jordan, to give Palestinian 

colleagues an insight  into 

the system changes needed 

to deliver high quality 

family medicine. 

FIDFMP has conducted a 

series of evaluations since its 

inception. These have 

provided important insights 

into the impact of the 

programme. The  findings of 

the recent Mid Term 

Evaluation were presented to 

key stakeholders in Oct 2017    

 

Achievements - working in partnership  

 
✓ We have provided active and effective support  for the development of a thriving faculty of family and community medicine 

at ANNU 
✓ We have supported revision of the family medicine curriculum at ANNU which has been provisionally approved by the 

Palestinian Medical Council (PMC). 
✓ We have delivered >50 live online case based tutorials, helping to break down isolation and improve key communication and 

diagnostic skills. 
✓ We have run 4 in-country, skills based training programmes in leadership, training and supervision and communication skills  
✓ We have organised overseas study missions to the UK and Jordan, providing MoH and ANNU colleagues with essential insights 

into how to transform family practice in the West Bank and strengthening collaborative arrangements. 
✓ We have devloped the highly innovative online Transitional Training Programme in core aspects of the family practice 

approach in cooperation with MAP, to be piloted at MoH and UNWRA clinics.  
✓ We have carried out a programme of evaluation, the findings of which have confirmed the achievement of  engaged 

collaboration and positive progress in a complex situation. 

“Developing family medicine in Palestine would be the single most important national 
Palestinian health care reform for the last 100 years” 

Professor Saleem Haj-Yahia, Cardiothoracic surgeon, CEO and Dean Emeritus at An-Najah National University. 

Foundation for the International Development 

of Family Medicine in Palestine 



 

 

Palestine has a well-established primary health care (PHC) system, however, evolving health challenges of the 

21st century - an aging population, spiraling rates of non-communicable diseases and mental health problems, 

and increasing costs of specialist services – necessitate a transition toward a family practice approach which 

will provide comprehensive, coordinated, person and family-centred care, with a multidisciplinary team 

responsible for delivery of services to a defined population.  

The Ministry of Health recognises that this requires changes including: training and ongoing supervision of 
family medicine specialists; restructuring of PHC services; and re-orientation of existing PHC staff toward a 
family practice approach within a modified service delivery model. 

Context  

TRIBUTE FROM A 2ND YEAR FM RESIDENT 
 

‘Thanks to Family medicine which make 
me a different doctor. 

 
Thanks to Family medicine, that gave me my 
own unique glasses in which I see my patients 
in a holistic approach including organic, 
psychological, social aspects.  
 
Thanks Family medicine that improved my 
knowledge in the diagnosis and treatment of 
disease. 
 
And finally I thank god who gave me the 
opportunity to specialize in Family medicine, 
after a year of Residency I hope the prosperity 
to this specialty in Palestine.’ 
 

  2nd Year Resident in the Family Medicine 
Programme at ANNU 

For further information, please contact: info@fidfmp.org 

www.fidfmp.org 

 

‘Family Medicine in Palestine is a new concept for almost all Palestinians, medical staff and also 
for patients’. 

 Dr Nancy Falah, Acting Director of NCD’s Department; Coordinator for Family Medicine, Palestinian MoH. 
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